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REMARKS 

The courteous and helpful assistance extended by the Examiner to the undersigned during 
the personal interview conducted October 25, 2004 is acknowledged with appreciation. 

At the interview, the Examiner indicated that after reviewing tfie above-mentioned 
Amendment she was favorably inclined to the revised claims and supporting arguments presented 
therein. However, she raised a technical question with regard to the Green reference and asked 
applicants for a clarification. 

More specifically, the Examiner noted that independent claim 50 specifies a range of values 
for the Shore D hardness, and independent claim 51 specifies a range of values for the glass 
transition temperature. These values control how long a composition comprising a resin is exposed 
to ionizing irradiation in order to obtain a satisfactory precomposite. 

The Examiner pointed to Example 4 in colunm 1 8 of Green which describes the preparation 
of a laminate and specifies that prepregs are inadiated for a certain range of time, witti the result that 
variations in the interlaminar shear strength of the laminate were observed. The Exaonniner inquired 
whether there exists a relatioMhip between intarlaminar shear strength and Shore D hardness and/or 
between interlaminar shear strength and the glass transition temperature so as to yield data points 
that fall within the claimed ranges. In other words, if the interlaminar shear strength w-sre converted 
to Sliore D hardness and/or glass transition temperature in accordance with such a relationship, 
would the converted value 3&11 within the ranges specified in claim 50 and/or claim 51? 

The inventors have considered this question and, to their best kaowledge and belief, they are 
unaware of a mathematical relationsh4) between hiterlaminar shear strength and the Shore D 
hardness, nor of a madiematical relationship between interlaminar shear strength £tnd the glass 
transition temperature to predictably convert from one value of, say. Shore D hardness to a value of 
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interlammar shear strength. Thus, it is not possible to convert the vahies in Example 4 for the 
ittterlaminar shear stren^ into either a value of Shore D hardness or a value of glass transition 


It is worthwhile noting another significant difference between the present claimed invention 
and Example 4 of Green. As has been explained above, the specified values of Shore D hardness or 
glass transition temperature are used in the course of preparing a precomposite, or prepreg. hi sharp 
contrast thereto, the values of the interlaminar shear strcaigth specified in Exiunple 4 are 
characteristic of the final product, i.e. the laminate, which was prepared from a Iprep^g- To 
sunmiarize this point m brief, the present invention uses the specified values as process variables 
applied to form a satisfactory prepreg, whereas Green's specified values are characteristics of the 
final product. The two are really unrelated. This is a significant difference and furthei* supports the 
pat^tability of the present invention over Green. 

Based on the information provided above, it is respectfiiUy submitted that claims 50 and 51 
are clearly patentable over Green. All the remaining pending claims are dependem: upon either 
claim 50 or claim 51 and, thus, are patentable as well. 

Prompt and fevorable action leading to allowance of the present application u; respectfiiUy 
solicited. 


temperature. 


RespectfiiUy submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, IJEBERMAN & PAVANE 


By 



Thomas Larger, Reg. No. 27^264 
551 Fifth AvenlJ^?: Suite 1210 
New York, New York 10176 
(212) 687-2770 


November 9,2004 
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